
The pandemic as portal*
Finding radical hope in tragic times

Manisha Anantharaman
With, Josh Alpert, Halina Brown, Daniel Fischer and Philip J. Vergragt 





Assertion 1 
Large-scale and rapid behavior change is possible

a. When tech-fixes are not available and threat imminent, practices can change quickly
b. Substantial drops in greenhouse gas emissions and other forms of environmental pollution



Consumer society is a fundamentally unequal society

a. That displaces risks and burdens onto historically marginalized communities (majority world, 
indigenous, black and brown, rural)

b. These already-oppressed and exploited communities are the hardest hit by the pandemic
c. Enshrines inequitable access to basic needs/well-being determinants (eg. healthcare in the US)

Assertion 2 



a. That displaces risks and burdens onto historically marginalized 
communities (majority world, indigenous, black and brown, rural)

b. Already-oppressed and exploited communities are the hardest 
hit by the pandemic, compounding injustice

c. Enshrines inequitable access to basic needs/well-being 
determinants (eg. healthcare in the US)
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Assertion 2 



“Free-market” cannot meet well-being needs

a. Panic hoarding, fears of running out, each person on their own
b. Scarcity of supplies for essential workers 
c. No social safety-nets in countries like the United States 

Assertion 3 



The whats

1. What sorts of long-lasting changes in 
everyday life and consumption can we 
expect to see? 

2. What does the crisis reveal in terms of 
what types of work, economic activities 
and consumption practices are “essential” 
for inclusive social well-being? 

3. What does the crisis suggest in terms of 
the role of the state in supporting inclusive 
well-being within ecological boundaries? 

The hows

1. How is/does the SCORAI community 
research these trends, using what tools and 
in what spaces?

2. How do we leverage this moment to 
support a transition to a more socially-just 
and ecologically-safe world, and not further 
ecological destruction and inequity? 

3. How do we build the partnerships, 
collaboration and community needed to do 
this work? 

3 x 3 Questions



Brave space guidelines

1. Welcome multiple viewpoints
2. Break it down 
3. Own your intentions and impacts 
4. Take risks- lean into discomfort
5. Work to recognize your privileges
6. Step up, step back, share the air 
7. Actively listen
8. Challenge with care


