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Communicating
post-fossil fuel futures

In popular culture '

Jeffrey Barber & Karen Onthank
Integrative Strategies Forum (ISF)

Communicating for Sustainable Consumption & Production (CoCo)
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Global Mean Temperature Difference (°C)
Compared to 1850-1900 average N
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Note: Data are from six datasets.
Source: WMO
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Phasing out consumption and
production of fossil fuels




Phasing out consumption and
production of fossil fuels

phasing in .
sustainable, post-fossil fuel systems and practices.
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Phasing Out & In

A ?‘?\?
Mapping Frames,ﬁﬁnd Stratebes

across Knowledge/Action Netwb‘ffks
and Com{ngmities f Practice
onPhasing OutfFossil Fuels
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Post-
apocalyptic

Science fiction

Afro- Cli-Fi
futurism \

Post-fossil

Postcolonial fuel futures
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@he Washington Post
Democracy Dies in Darkness

Opinion = Audiences want a
different climate change message.
Hollywood should deliver.

2023

Why does cinema ignore climate change? E1E3

Why s Hollywood So Scared of
Climate Change? Che New Jork Times
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technologically, politically and culturally --
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=~ engaged in the process -- is a critical
= challenge.




Information Integrity about
Climate Science

A Systematic Review

Synthesis Report 2025.1
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”"The human response to the climate crisis is belng

obstructed and delayed by the production and circulation
of misleading information about the nature of climate

. change and the available solutions.

( W P m—
s ...powerful actors—including corporations, governments,
and political parties— intentionally spread inaccurate or

\ misleading narratives about anthropogenic climate change.”

“These narratives circulate across digital, broadcast, and

interpersonal communication channels.
L 4

The result is a decline in public trust, diminished policy
coordination, and a feedback loop between scientific

denialism and political inaction.”

https://www.ipie.info/research/sr2025-1
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Total Foundation Funding Distribution - 2003 to 2010
U.S. Climate Change Countermovement Organizations

Howard Charitable Foundation,
$248, 4%

ohn William Pope Foundation,
$219, 4%

Searle Freedom Trust, $21.7, 4%

Koch Affillated Foundations,
$26.3, 5%

John Templeton Foundation,
$202, 4%

Dunn’s Foundation forthe
Advancement of Right Thinking,
$137, 2%

The Lynde and Harry Bradley
Foundation, $29.6, 5%

Smith Richardson Foundation,
Inc., $135, 2%
Scaife Affiliated Foundations,

$396, 7% Vanguard Charitable Endowment

Program, $13.1, 2%

The Kovner Foundation, $12.8,

Annenberg Foundation, $11.3,
2%

Lilly Endowmentinc., $10.3, 2%

The Richard and Helen DeVos
Foundation, $10.0, 2%

Donors Trust/Donors Capial
ExxonMobil Foundation, $7.2,

Fund, $78.8, 14%

1%
Brady Education Foundation,
$6.8, 1%

The Samuel Roberts Noble
Foundation, Inc, $6.7, 1%

Coors Affiliated Foundations, $6.2,
1%

Lakeside Foundation, $5.8, 1%

Herrick Foundation, $5.7, 1%

Note: All Dollar Amounts listed in Millions

118 Others < 1%, $170.4.31%




NewSpeak

The purpose of Newspeak was not only to provide a medium of
expression for the world-view and mental habits proper to the
devotees of Ingsoc, but to make all other modes of thought
impossible....”

- George Orwell, Principles of NewSpeak

“Political language—and with variations this is true of all political

parties, from Conservatives to Anarchists—is designed to make
lies sound truthful and murder respectable...

- George Orwell, “Politics and the English Language.” PENGUIN READERS
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Global Research Forum
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and Consumption

MAPACA

SSCP

Systems of Sustainable
Consumption & Production

Media
Ecology
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#BreakFreeFromPlastic

' THROWING AWAY /
T S THEFUTURE: - , . || TalkingTrash
The global movement envisioning a [RESE e iy

future free from plastic pollution. |

POLLUTION “SOLUTIONS"
Since its launch in 2016, more than 13,000 organizations and individual
supporters from across the world have joined the
#BreakFreeFromPlastic movement to demand massive reductions in
single-use plastics and to push for lasting solutions to the plastic
pollution crisis.

BRANDED 6 . |

Holding the World’s Worst ™
Plastic Polluters Accountable
Annually Since 2018

% SEANGH OF THE WORLD'S TOP CONPONATE PLASTIC POLLUTIRG
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Plastic & Cllmate
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Atlantic
Ocean

Indlan
Ocean

Established in 2011, the IECA
is the association for
environmental communication
professionals engaged in
teaching, research and

scholarship, media and
creative arts, policy, and
advocacy across the globe.

We are committed to nurturing
understanding and practice
that moves the world toward
environmental sustainability
for all.




REGISTRATION OPENS , CONFERENCE ON COMMUNICATION AND ENVIRONMENT
18 DECEMBER 2024
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~ RHETORIC
SOCIETY
OF AMERICA

To support and advance the work
of people who study rhetoric

in a variety of disciplinary contexts.

Exploring the Rhetorical In/dignities
of Carbon Capitalism
and Post-Fossil Fuel Transitions

RSA 2026, May 21-24
Portland, Oregon




MA PACA Mid-Atlantic Popular & -
American Culture Association . J
A

1990 —

POPULAR CULTURE ASSOCIATION

1970

i Association for the Study of

ASLE Literature & Environment

1992




The Association for the Study of Literature and Environment

(ASLE) seeks to inspire and promote intellectual work in the
environmental humanities and arts.

i

- Our vision is an inclusive community
whose members are committed to
environmental research, education,
literature, art and service,

'environrrﬁﬁt‘eﬁjustice, and

. ecological sustainability.
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“When ASLE was established in 1992; ecocriticism was an emerging interdisciplinary field

in literary and cultural studies. Over past decades, ecocriticism has developed across a
range of historical periods, literary and artistic genres, cultural histories, theoretical
frameworks, and research and teaching methods.”
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~To te the study of popular culture throughout
theWorld through the establishment and promotion
of'cor{f’e'rences, publications, and discussion
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Oceanic Porurar CULTURE ASSOCIATION

T cxal ?ﬂog of the Qtkanic Popular Culture Association Conference
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FWPCA

Far WesT PopuLar CULTURE ASSOCIATION

.*.7;

. POPULAR CULTURE ASSOCIATION

MAPACA

NEPCA

Northeast Popular Culture
Association

Mid-Atlantic Popular &
American Culture Association

lIPC

International Institute
for Popular Culture




Ecology & Culture Area POPULAR CULTURE ASSOCIATION
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Call for proposals
“Post-Fossil Fuel Futures and Ecotopian Imaginaries
in Popular Culture”

PCA Conference, Atlanta, GA
April 8-11, 2026

The Ecology and Culture Area of the Popular Culture Association is soliciting papers that address
different aspects of this broad theme of the ways popular culture (moviés, fiction, theater,
futurism, environmental initiativ$, climate justice, and other ecological and ecocultural
initiatives) imagine or fail to imagiRea world no longer dominated by fossil fuels.

While the climate crisis, rising temperatures and sea levels, relentlessly challenge our civilization
and human ability and willingness to move beyond our current existential geopolitical and
cultural stalemate, popular culture offers the meansto play out possible scenarios, practices,
politics, and imaginaries of how a better future world might unfold.

How does popular culture, through movies, novels, comics, theater, games, music and other
forms express, explore different ecocultural problems, aspirations, obstacles, and possibilities'in
our various efforts to create sustainable futures?
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