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Phasing out consumption and 
production of fossil fuels



phasing in 
sustainable, post-fossil fuel systems and practices. 

Phasing out consumption and 
production of fossil fuels

POI
Project



Imagining pathways to
sustainable post-fossil fuel futures



Mapping Frames, Concepts and Strategies
across Knowledge/Action Networks

and Communities of Practice
on Phasing Out Fossil Fuels

Phasing Out & In
POI
Project



How does popular culture portray the future?
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Robert Costanza (2000) ”Visions of alternative futures and their use 
in policy analysis,” Conservation Ecology 4(1):5
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Imagining how that “phasing in” plays out 
technologically, politically and culturally -- 
and how each of us is affected and 
engaged in the process -- is a critical 
challenge.  



”The human response to the climate crisis is being 
obstructed and delayed by the production and circulation 
of misleading information about the nature of climate 
change and the available solutions. 

https://www.ipie.info/research/sr2025-1

…powerful actors—including corporations, governments, 
and political parties— intentionally spread inaccurate or 
misleading narratives about anthropogenic climate change.” 

“These narratives circulate across digital, broadcast, and 
interpersonal communication channels. 

The result is a decline in public trust, diminished policy 
coordination, and a feedback loop between scientific 
denialism and political inaction.”



Ministry of Truth





NewSpeak

"The purpose of Newspeak was not only to provide a medium of 
expression for the world-view and mental habits proper to the 
devotees of Ingsoc, but to make all other modes of thought 
impossible….“
   - George Orwell, Principles of NewSpeak

“Political language—and with variations this is true of all political 
parties, from Conservatives to Anarchists—is designed to make 
lies sound truthful and murder respectable…
  
   - George Orwell, “Politics and the English Language.”
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What and where are
sustainable future 

narratives?
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Established in 2011, the IECA 
is the association for 
environmental communication 
professionals engaged in 
teaching, research and 
scholarship, media and 
creative arts, policy, and 
advocacy across the globe. 

We are committed to nurturing 
understanding and practice 
that moves the world toward 
environmental sustainability 
for all.





To support and advance the work
of people who study rhetoric
in a variety of disciplinary contexts.

Exploring the Rhetorical In/dignities 
of Carbon Capitalism

and Post-Fossil Fuel Transitions

RSA 2026, May 21-24
Portland, Oregon
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The Association for the Study of Literature and Environment 
(ASLE) seeks to inspire and promote intellectual work in the 
environmental humanities and arts. 

1992

Our vision is an inclusive community 
whose members are committed to 
environmental research, education, 
literature, art and service, 
environmental justice, and 
ecological sustainability.



“When ASLE was established in 1992, ecocriticism was an emerging interdisciplinary field 
in literary and cultural studies. Over past decades, ecocriticism has developed across a 

range of historical periods, literary and artistic genres, cultural histories, theoretical 
frameworks, and research and teaching methods.”





To promote the study of popular culture throughout 
the world through the establishment and promotion 
of conferences, publications, and discussion
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Call for proposals
“Post-Fossil Fuel Futures and Ecotopian Imaginaries 

in Popular Culture”

PCA Conference, Atlanta, GA
April 8-11, 2026

The Ecology and Culture Area of the Popular Culture Association is soliciting papers that address 
different aspects of this broad theme of the ways popular culture (movies, fiction, theater, 
futurism, environmental initiatives, climate justice, and other ecological and ecocultural 
initiatives) imagine or fail to imagine a world no longer dominated by fossil fuels.

While the climate crisis, rising temperatures and sea levels, relentlessly challenge our civilization 
and human ability and willingness to move beyond our current existential geopolitical and 
cultural stalemate, popular culture offers the means to play out possible scenarios, practices, 
politics, and imaginaries of how a better future world might unfold.

How does popular culture, through movies, novels, comics, theater, games, music and other 
forms express, explore different ecocultural problems, aspirations, obstacles, and possibilities in 
our various efforts to create sustainable futures?
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